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Enrollement into the Canadian Forces in 1976
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Albert Wong with his father, George Wong
and his step-mother, Rose
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Albert with children in Kabul

¥ P T 2 Walt Natyneyk#-& &
Albert Wong with General Walt Natyncyk, Chief
of the Defence Staff in Iqaluit, Nunavut
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Albert Wong with The Right Honourable
Stephen Harper, Prime Minister of Canada
in Iqaluit, Nunavut
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Albert Wong building a snowman with
Afghan colleagues in Kabul
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Albert Wong with The Honourable

Peter McKay, Minister of National Defence

tasting seal meat in Iqaluit, Nunavut
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Albert Wong presents a CPB donation to the Yee
Hong Centre for Geriatric Care in Mississauga
to Dr. Joseph Wong, Canadian Legend recipient | #
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Albert Wong with Canadian and Afghan
colleagues charged with developing the Afghan
National Development Strategy
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Awaiting the arrival of HRH Sophie, Countess
of Wessex to Queen’s Park, 2012
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Albert Wong with CPB and CPB Foundatlon Albert Wong, CPB Chair
Directors pose with Mayor Hazel McCallion at welcomes guests to the 2012
the start of the 2012 CPB Spring Banquet Phoenix Ball
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Lieutenant Commander Albert Wong

‘Canadian Forces Ambassador’
“To serve the nation, to serve the world...’

The name Albert Wong may sound unfamiliar in the Chinese Canadian
community, but certainly it is not so in the Canadian Forces or
mainstream media. Lieutenant Commander (L Cdr) Albert Wong

has served in the Canadian Forces for 35 years, was spokesperson,
Public Affairs Officer, peacekeeping strategy consultant, and national
security expert. Although be is officially retired from the regular force,

he continues to serve in the primary reserve and has been assigned by the

Forces to various projects.

L Cdr Albert Wong is currently serving as a Deputy Chief Aide-
de-Camp for the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario and is on the
Senate of the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders of Canada, a
reserve infantry regiment in Hamilton. In addition, he is the Chair
of Mississauga Board of Chinese Professionals and Businesses. Not
only is he actively involved in charities and the Chinese Canadian
community, he also mentors many Chinese youth in the GTA,
whether to develop their career paths in the Canadian Forces or to

develop their interest in international affairs.

L Cdr Albert Wong had been very busy this summer, unreachable
even at times by the outside world. He was the Senior Public
Affairs Officer for the military operation in the northern part

of Canada (Op NANOOK). One of his responsibilities was
planning for Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s visit to view the
military in action in Churchill, Manitoba, part of the PM’s annual

Northern Tour. These operations are launched to protect Canadian
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sovereignty in the north and this is Albert’s 4th trip to the Arctic.

‘There were only a handful of Canadians of Asian heritage in
the Forces when he joined in 1976, and it was rare to have a
Chinese Canadian in the senior ranks in the Force. Over the
last two decades, Albert’s public profile has increasingly become
more prominent. He was Military Spokesperson for the United
Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea, as well as Strategic
Communications Advisor in Afghanistan, working directly for
President Karzai’s office and for some of his cabinet ministers.
As a result of these undertakings and his participation in the
United Nations peacekeeping missions, Albert, called ‘Canadian
Forces Ambassador’ by some, had gained a lot of international and

Canadian media exposure.

L Cdr Albert Wong is recognized for his expertise in strategic
communications, developing military exercise, and crisis and
emergency management. Albert has extensive experience in
managing major public affairs projects in Canada. He was the lead
public affairs officer in handling the fallout from the Canadian
Forces deployment to Somalia — from serving as the public affairs
advisor to the military Board of Inquiry, to supporting the various
Courts Martial, to serving on the Departmental Liaison Team to
the Commission of Inquiry, and to managing the announcement
and launch of a revised National Defence Act. While in the military,
Albert was relied upon to manage the public affairs aspects of crises
with significant public and political attention, such as the inquiry

into a catastrophic fire onboard the submarine HMCS Chicoutimi.

In 1999, Albert developed the concept of a robust media simulation

115



f248.4% % 2012

to practice the Canadian military in responding to damages from
potential wide-spread computer failures as a result of Y2K issues.
This expertise led to invitations to participate in national and
international level exercises designed to prepare government officials
in their response to potential terrorist threats and for major events
such as the G8/G20 Summits in Canada.

Albert enjoys a very good reputation in the Canadian Forces. This is
not only because of his high position, but also because he often goes
beyond himself and his line of duty to take care of fellow soldiers
and the local population.

One project stands out from the rest, through which the Lieutenant
Commander gained a lot of respect from his peers. That was
helping to bring back the soldiers’ dogs from Afghanistan to
Canada. These pets were stray dogs taken in by the soldiers while
in Afghanistan. Taking care of these dogs was good for the soldiers’
mental health, and the dogs were valued as best friends in the war
zone. The withdrawal of the troops from Afghanistan meant these
pets had to be left behind. Albert, recognizing how important
these dogs were for the esprit de corps, arranged to transport them
to be reunited with the soldiers in Canada. This is a difficult task
ordinarily, even more so under dangerous conditions. For this he

earned the gratitude of the troops.

Furthermore, while working overseas, Albert witnessed the suffering
of countless refugees and children. He devoted himself to helping
these victims of war. For example, in Afghanistan, he helped the
local people rebuild their homes and a school for the children. He

participated in many charitable fundraising events in the community
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and promoted awareness by sharing his own experiences in the

Forces.

L Cdr Albert Wong’s distinguished service has earned him many
honours. He had been awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Golden
Jubilee and Diamond Jubilee Medals, the Canadian Forces Medal,
the Public Affairs Special Recognition Award by the Department
Of National Defence, the South-west Asia Service Medal with
the Afghanistan forces, the Canadian Peacekeeping Service medal,
the United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea Medal, the
125th anniversary of the Confederation of Canada Medal, and the

Maritime Commander’s commendation.

Recently L Cdr Wong was appointed Deputy Chief Aide-de-Camp
to the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario. He also serves on the board
of Canadian International Military Tattoo and the Atlantic Council
of Canada. He has established AKW Global Enterprise Inc, a
private company providing consultation on national security, crisis
management and communications, including planning for Chinese

and Canadian trade collaboration.

In recent years, Albert has been devoting more of his time to

the Chinese Canadian community, including being Chair of the
Mississauga Board of Professionals and Businesses. He has been
actively involved in fundraising events such as Phoenix Ball and
Dragon Ball for the Yee Hong Foundation. He works hard on
building a bridge between mainstream society and the Chinese
Canadian community. Through his work, he has established a

positive image and good reputation for himself in the community.
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In 1971, Albert immigrated to Canada with his parents, who were
teachers by profession, from Malaysia. The early years in Canada
were that of a typical immigrant family, trying to adjust to a new
way of life. As the eldest son, he felt the obligation to contribute

to the family by working in the summers and during the school
year to help with family finances. He heard about an opportunity
to join the army reserves as a student and signed up for summer
training. He eventually was kicked out from the army reserves

as he was not yet a Canadian citizen, and he was underage. He
immediately rejoined the military when he received his citizenship.
What motivated him in part to join the Forces was that he could
get scholarships for all four years of university, allowing him to
successfully complete his studies at the University of Waterloo.
The same reason persuaded his parents to change their minds, even
though initially they were opposed. Finally not only were they
onside, his father even wrote a public letter to the Sudbury Star
thanking Canada and supporting his son to serve in the Canadian

Forces.

Today, the retired lieutenant commander will often use his own
experience to encourage Asian youths to join the military, and
serve our country. He says that when he joined there were very
tew Asian youths, even fewer youths of Chinese heritage in the
Canadian Forces. One has to work up the ladder from the bottom
rung to serve one’s country. He laments that in the Second World
War many Chinese residents in Canada fought for the country,
yet they could not be Canadian citizens at that time. Nor could
they be lawyers or doctors. Nevertheless these Chinese Canadians
were willing to sacrifice their lives for Canada. Nowadays things

are different. The contributions of Chinese Canadians are well
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recognized and duly respected. He feels the Canadian Forces
offers a great opportunity for youth from new Canadian families.
However, not too many Chinese Canadians are aware that the

Forces provide good paying jobs with excellent pension and benefits.

Albert now participates frequently in military recruitment projects,
talking to young people and encouraging them to consider signing
up for the Forces. He also counsels new immigrants on the option

of a military career.

Dressed smartly in his navy uniform, our very own Lieutenant
Commander says that no matter where he is in the world, his
military uniform reminds him that it is an honour to be a Canadian.
His motto for life is: to serve the nation; to serve the world.
Working for the military demands sacrifices, including family life,
but he is proud of his service to Canada, and claiming glory for our

country.
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