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Bk, -z AT B EZSEF (2012)
Exhibition at Fo Guang Shan featuring
Master Hsing Yun

Bramie g e (2002)
With former Prime Minister Paul Martin

R ‘w7 (2005)
Yee Hong “Walk and Roll”

ok Lg ok 3 & 1 15& (2002)
Volunteering at Fo Guang Shan’s tea house
for 15 years

TRATT PR LR EuE
== (2008)
Christmas flower craft workshop for

mentally handicapped children

WEFEMEE 2 A1 (2013)
Fu Hui Youth Group’s directors and volunteers

Ile EARE e g 4 (2010)
At Szechuan visiting students sponsored by
Fu Hui Foundation

“oEgpimre” BRI EA B £ (2011)
“One Match Stem Cell” campaign

k%% (2014)
Fo Guang Shan’s Vegetarian Banquet

Bt E B Y ER @ LRSE (2010)
Former Mississauga Mayor Hazel McCallion
took part in Fo Guang Shan event

v I0 I T2 Ak L (2015)
Prime Minister Harper visiting Fo Guang Shan

P AEREN
Raising funds for Japan earthquake
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Ms. Ida Li

Ms. Ida Li is a full-time or even ‘over-time’ volunteer, one who has been
doing it for 20 years. Since bidding farewell to her flourishing career in Hong
Kong, where she was a career woman who indulged in shopping and a life
of pleasures, Ida has evolved into a dedicated volunteer who enjoys helping
others without seeking any returns. Today, she is Vice-president of Buddha’s
Light International Association (BLIA) of Toronto, serving as a bridge of
communication between Fo Guang Shan and the community. She also
participates in the work of many charitable organizations quietly, taking
pride in doing perfect work for every job she does. Her spirit is the role model
for all volunteers.

Ida says the Chinese Canadian Legend Award is the first award she

has received in her whole life. It sounds implausible, but at the same
time, one can see that she does not really care whether she gets praise or
endorsement from others. Ida is only interested in doing her volunteer
work behind the scenes. Others see her “masterpieces”, rather than Ida
herself. She says she has not taken too many pictures and does not even

have a large selection of photos to choose from.

There have been no dramatic turns in the path that Ida has taken, and
in fact she describes her life as smooth sailing on calm waters in a canal.
However, she puts her whole loving heart into each big and small
experience, each and every contact she makes in a day. She studies
everything carefully and learns from her experiences with her heart and

soul.
When one listens to Ida talking about her past, one discovers that every

step taken seemed to have prepared her for her mission as a volunteer.

Her experiences, knowledge and capabilities cumulated over the years
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come into handy for her volunteer work to help those in need for the

benefit of the community.

Ida was born and grew up in Hong Kong. Her parents started their
business as street vendor and, after honing it through the sixties and
seventies, gradually built up a stable family business. Hers was a typical
middle-class family in Hong Kong. Ida’s only regret was that her father
passed away when she was only fourteen. Fortunately her family was

a traditional Chinese family with tight family bonds. The youngest of
six siblings, Ida feels she had a happy childhood, with her mother, four
older brothers and sister taking very good care of her throughout those

years.

After completing high school, she headed for Canada in 1977. In
1983 she received a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree at York University in
Toronto. Following graduation Ida returned to Hong Kong to work,
her first position being a production manager at a record company.
After a decade of hard work and efforts, she landed a senior position as
Advertising and Marketing Manager with a photographic equipment

company.

When Ida is asked if she has always loved art since childhood, or

ever dreams of becoming an artist, she says she has never intended

to pursue a career in the arts. She likes beautiful things, so naturally
she gravitated to visual arts. Cultivating a sixth sense for what looks
beautiful did not lead her into art, and she worked in the business world
instead. However, once she entered the “voluntary sector,” she was able
to fully utilize her talents and expertise in this area. Her interest has

pushed her further to explore and develop her own potential.

Ida is responsible for the site layout, design, and décor at many

charitable events. The success of a event, especially those with a theme,
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is very much dependent on Ida and her team of volunteers creating a
‘magical’ atmosphere with the theme coming alive. Needless to say,
being a fundraising event, this work must also be done at minimal cost
within a pressing deadline. Those who work with Ida at events are
often amazed at what she and her team can deliver with so little in such

a short time.

A memorable experience Ida has is a Christmas ‘Floral Celebration’
workshop for mentally handicapped children, making it a special
holiday for them. She was very much moved to see the outpouring of
delight and joy on the mothers’ faces when they received the homemade

gifts from their children.

After the flowercraft workshop, Ida began to seriously study floral
arrangements. In the last five years, she specialized in Japanese Ohara
floral art, so that she could now teach flower arrangement classes at Fo

Guang Shan.

In the 19807, the family of Ida’s husband, Glenn Chan, immigrated

to Canada. After Ida’s brother and sister also left Hong Kong for
Toronto in 1990, Ida and Glenn began to think about their own plans
for immigration. In 1993 they settled down in Toronto, giving up a
comfortable home in Hong Kong, a stable high-paying job, an enviable

lifestyle with chauffeur and maids, and a promising future.

In the early days after arrival, she and her husband together with

her sister Ada founded a water softening business. Like many new
immigrants, she tried to blend into the community, spending her leisure
time singing, dancing and shopping. It was not a luxury lifestyle,

but they had a stable income. In her comfortable surroundings, her

community involvement was limited to making charitable donations.
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In 1998, Fo Guang Shan held a world-wide members meeting in
Toronto, and called upon a large group of volunteers to help out. It
was Ida’s first exposure to volunteer work . Over a thousand people
from around the world attended the General Assembly of this meeitng,
and Ida was responsible for the preparation of souvenirs unique to
Canada. From that point onward, she was intrigued by the possibilities
in designing arts and crafts and developing her own interest in that

area.

Ida says what attracts her about volunteering is the joy she feels in
giving, and of course one continues to do what makes one happy. At
that time she was not a buddhist follower yet, but she officially joined
the ranks of volunteers at Fo Guang Shan. Her first task was to make
tea and cook noodles at the member teahouse. She has carried on this

task once a week for over ten years now.

Since Ida joined Buddha’s Light International Association (BLIA),

she realizes that Buddhism is not only about a person’s own religious
practice, a Buddhist is also part of a community and society in the
practice of ‘humanistic buddhism’. So she began to participate in the
many community events that Fo Guang Shan is involved in. She

also takes on a leadership role. As an example, Ida led youths to
participate in a government-sponsored “street festival” and United Way
Walkathon. She helped organize various events: the Harvest Gala
hosted by Yee Hong and the City of Markham, the silent auction at
Harmony Network, centrepieces for the Scarborough General Hospital
fundraising dinner event, just to list a few. She led her team of youth
volunteers to participate in Canada’s ‘One-Match Stem Cell’ campaign,

and Chinese music and performing arts program for Asian Heritage

Month.

In 2000, she joined Fo Guang Shan officially as a buddhist follower.
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In 2009, she became Vice President of BLIA of Toronto, promoting
greater involvement with community groups, helping old and new
immigrants integrate into society through different initiatives, such as
funding a scholarship program for the Social Work Department at the
University of Toronto. Under her leadership, the association supported
many events such as Mon Sheong ‘s Annual Fun Run, and the
fundraising effort by Carefirst to build a “One-Stop Service Centre®.
Ida has made and continues to make an impact on community

volunteerism and environmental protection.

Ida’s work as a volunteer is bearing fruit as the years go by. She keeps
on expanding her horizons and her circle of volunteers, to participate in

the many events organized by other charitable groups.

In addition to local charities, Ida also joined Fu Hui Education
Foundation in 2005. In the last ten years, she has participated in fund-
raising efforts to help Chinese university students in Guangdong and
Sichuan, as well as orphans in Liangshan. She is now on the Board of

Fu Hui Education Foundation.

In 2007, when she learned that impoverished children in Brazilian
slums were being recruited by drug traffickers, she sprang into action,
advocating a fund-raising campaign ‘Sons of Buddha’ to help them.
She also followed up by promoting healthy extracurricular activities for
these children.

In 2009, she joined the volunteer organizing committee for the Golden
Daftodil Ball, responsible for the décor and site layout of the event.
'The Golden Daffodil Ball Organizing Commitee puts on a spectacular

gala every year in April to raise funds for Canadian Cancer Society.

Most recently, she has joined in the development phase of a nutrition
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plan for aboriginals, and actively encourages young people to participate

in fund-raising for this project.

At times, Ida says she could have five or six volunteer events on the go
all at once and that she is responsible for various parts of those events.
She likes to have a hands-on approach, no matter how big or small the
task is. She says her secret to success is: “The most important thing is

to work hard and put your heart into it ... Even if the work is difficult,
it is a discipline.”

She also admits that over the years she has experienced many highs
and lows as a volunteer leader. There are people issues, and it is not
easy to find good volunteers. In her eyes, all voluntary work is equally
important; there is no good or bad volunteer work. Even sweeping

a floor has its own value. She also believes that volunteers should not
come and go as they please, nor avoid responsibility by saying “I'm just

a volunteer”. Volunteers have to be held accountable.

For the last twenty years, Ida has been practicing this volunteer spirit
day in and day out. Not only has she motivated and inspired her own
family and friends, but she has also encouraged the immigrant families
around her, old or young, to contribute their time and resources to

the community. Her own transformation has influenced her circle of
friends that money used to help others will bring more happiness and
fulfillment, which is the true meaning of “it is more blessed to give

than to receive”.

Her twenty years of dedicated volunteer work have not gone unnoticed

as she continues her journey. She shares her motto for life:

‘Happiness grows from optimism and contentment; freedom comes from

seeing beyond and letting go.”
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