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Stanley with his TVB news crew in 1981.
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Hosting Toronto Sick Kids Hospital’s
fundraising in 1992.
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Stanley as TVB news anchor in
Hong Kong in 1986.
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Joined St John’s Ambulance Canada
in 1999.
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Currently Rogers OMNI 2’s news anchor.
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Stanley at Across U-hub’s

fundraising event.
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Enjoying Ontario’s fall colours with wife Helen.
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Mr. Stanley So

1t is true that life often takes unexpected turns. Some people make their plans
while they are still in school and work towards their goal industriously, while
others, taking advantage of unexpected opportunities, fall in love with their

new career. Television news anchor Stanley So belongs to the latter group.

Most immigrants of an earlier era from Hong Kong have heard of Stanley
So. Before 1989, he was one of the most popular television news anchors

in Hong Kong. Since immigrating to Toronto in 1990, he had worked for
Chinavision, and later as a program producer at North American Studio.

A few years later, Stanley So was hired as Chief News Editor at Fairchild
Television. In 1998 Stanley was recruited by Multicultural television
CFMT; and became the evening news anchor for Cantonese news. CFMT
subsequently changed its name to OMNL.  Every week night from 9 pm to
10 pm, it is a Chinese family ritual that everyone watches the news delivered
by Stanley So on OMNI 2.

Stanley graduated from Sir Robert Black College of Education and
took a teaching job afterwards. Although teaching was generally not a
high paying job, the salaries of Hong Kong teachers were quite good.
In addition it was rewarding to teach a class of innocent children,
especially when one was a popular teacher. So it was by chance that
Stanley saw an ad in the paper for broadcasting training. ‘I enrolled
because I wanted to improve my oral skills. I had no plans to switch to
a new career. The training took six months, and at the end there were
about thirty people left in the class. When the course was completed,
I received a phone call from Commercial Television, inviting me for

a tryout. Following the tryout, I was offered a part time position as a
news anchor. After much consideration, I decided that teaching would

stay as my main profession, and that the work at the television studio
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would be supplementary. I had two teaching jobs at that time for day
and evening, and then rushed to the television studio for 9:30 pm news.
Having three jobs on the same day was difficult, but at the same time I

found it very fulfilling.’

Stanley adds, ‘My superior at Commercial Television knew that I was
keeping two jobs, but felt that I should further develop my potential in
broadcasting. They persuaded me to take on the job full time. Since
this was a big change, and a job in the media would be less secure

with more complex people issues, I had to discuss with my wife. At
that time, we just had our oldest daughter.’ Fortunately his wife held

a steady job, and was supportive of Stanley trying out a new career. In
1975, he became a full time employee as a reporter as well as news
anchor. In August 1978, Commercial Television suddenly closed its
doors to its shocked employees. But Stanley was fortunate in that a
month before it closed its doors, he was recruited by TVB to start a new
job there on September 1. Stanley felt that only through fortuitous

circumstances that he did not end up being unemployed.

Stanley stayed at TVB for twelve years. The Tiananmen Square
incident on June 4 1989 was a turning point in his life. At that time,
the student movement for political reform was the hottest news item.
Since he was the news anchor at the television studio, he had to report
what was happening in China. The Chinese Government treated him
as an instigator, and put him on the black list. Stanley felt that being
on the black list would be disadvantageous for his career. The future of
Hong Kong was uncertain after 1997, and he was concerned about the
education for his two daughters. In 1990 many people were moving
overseas, including many of his friends to Canada. At that time he
had already applied for immigration to Canada, and the Tiananmen

incident only reinforced his determination to leave. Stanley says, “There
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was a survey by TVB that concluded that I was the most popular TV
news anchor in Hong Kong. Although they did not publicize it at the
time, I knew the survey results through my colleagues, but this did not

change my decision to leave.

TVB respected my decision. Although they did not like to see me
leave, they were less concerned because I was not leaving to join a
competitor. We applied for immigration through the technical skills
category, and both my wife and I scored well on that.” Before moving,
Stanley had called the Chinavision News section, and they had
welcomed him to join. It was really a lucky strike as most immigrants
have to begin looking for a job after landing, or have to switch careers.
Stanley says, “I joined TVB in 1978 on September 1%, and I also began
my job here in Canada on September 11990, and that day happens to

be Journalists’ day.”

Stanley has mixed emotions about the television media industry. ‘I
graduated from teachers’ college, and teaching was what I was trained
for. I only became a broadcaster by chance. I remember when I

first joined TVB as a news anchor and reporter with a higher salary
than others, I was ostracized because I did not have any formal news
reporting background. To overcome this, I was determined to do my
work well, learn from others, and improve in my areas of deficiency.’ He
would always bring home the news script, listen to his own recording
again with his wife, and review where he could improve. It was only
after some time that Stanley’s colleagues got to know what kind of

person he really was and became his friends.

Since Stanley had made a name for himself in the television industry
in Hong Kong, many of his colleagues tried to persuade him to return.
Stanley says, ‘1991 was my year of struggle. One of my colleagues was

starting a new television station in Hong Kong, and flew to Toronto
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to persuade me to return to help him. I also got offers from other
television stations. Frankly, the temptation to return was huge, and I
was really excited, imagining that I would be reclaiming my glory. But
after I cooled down and thought carefully about it over a period of
two weeks, I gave up the thought of returning to Hong Kong. I did
not want to split up my family. T wanted to be a responsible husband,
and father, and together with my family face the future, be it good or
bad? I knew that I must change my way of thinking if I were to stay in

Canada, since the road ahead was sure to be long.’

Stanley admits that the first two or three years after immigrating

he was often agitated. Except when he was spending time with his
family, he felt alone and lonely. ‘T was a news anchor at Chinavision
for over two years. In 1993, 1 left for North American Studio. It

was not a television station, and my work was to develop a program

on immigrants, and sell the programs to Hong Kong and China to

be broadcast. I also helped the company with exhibitions’. In 1995,
Stanley joined Fairchild TV as chief news editor. Three years later an
opportunity arose at CFMT, a Multicultural Television channel, when
its evening Cantonese news anchor left the post, and Stanley was hired

on as the news anchor and senior news editor.

Now it has been thirteen years since Stanley joined the CFMT
multicultural television (now named OMNI). He was proud to have
the opportunity to interview many well known people in the local
Chinese community. Stanley produced a series of 56 interviews: ‘Face
to Face with Stanley So’, which were quite popular. Stanley feels that
there is no career which is 100% satisfactory. ‘I think one should always

try one’s best, and if one’s conscience is clear, that would be sufficient’.

All these years, aside from working for television, Stanley spent

considerable time helping Professor Eric Fong of the University of
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Toronto promote Across U-hub (AUH), an organization that was based
on the concept of Breakthrough Overseas Mission from Hong Kong.
'The idea is to provide a hub for youth activities outside school, so that
young people have opportunities to cultivate friendship with other
youths and develop a healthy social life. Through working with mentors
and other youths, they also develop self esteem and leadership. Across
U-hub members come from China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and they have
joint activities with youths from Southeast Asia, Korea and Vietnam.
'This organization is now ten years old, and Stanley has been a volunteer

for this organization from the beginning.

Stanley is now the vice-chair of the board of directors. He works
together with his colleagues to set policies and the direction of AUH,
exchanging ideas and experiences on how to deal with young people,
and listening to their stories. In addition, Stanley volunteers as a
speaker to talk about his life experiences in seminars for the young
people, serving as a role model and a resource for them. Every year
AUH holds activities like the City Mosiac and a summer leadership
camp. Stanley is also the co-chair of the fundraising committee, and
promotes AUH tirelessly to everyone around him, holding an annual

event to raise funds for the organization.

Although Stanley did not study television journalism, after so many
years of training on the job, he knows this field inside out. He feels the
‘can-do’ spirit of the Hong Kong reporters is very admirable. To rise
above the red-hot competition, journalists should be enthusiastic about
their work and not wait for work assignments from their supervisors.
'They should be finding items of interest on their own. Looking at it
from another angle, reporters should be digging up news themselves,
and not wait for news to come to them. He admits sometimes the

Chinese media would come upon controversial topics which they have
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to be sensitive about and be politically correct. Stanley feels the best

way is to always provide balanced reporting for all news.

Canada is a country where volunteerism is popular, unlike in Hong
Kong, where some large companies forbid their employees to participate
as volunteers for the community. This type of narrow minded and
authoritarian thinking has turned Hong Kong into a cold-hearted
society. Here even the CEOs of large conglomerates are willing to
deliver meals for the poor. ‘T have been in Canada for twenty-one years
now, and my main reason for emigrating at that time was because of my
daughters’ education, and now they are grown up. My oldest daughter
studied broadcasting in Ryerson University and she is now working in
Hong Kong as an internet news reporter. My younger daughter is a
radiation therapist after graduating from university. Since they have
been influenced by their Canadian upbringing, they love to volunteer in
their community. When we see this, my wife and I are always glad that

we made the right decision to immigrate to Canada.’
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