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Mr. Arnold Chan

In the relative short time frame of two years since Arnold Chan won a
by-election in 2014 to be Member of Parliament, he has been appointed
Deputy House Leader of the Government. He jumped into the political
arena when he was only sixteen years old. From that point onward, he
immersed himself in political and national affairs, fulfilling the duties
of citizenship with a passion. After his successful re-election in October
2015, he has continued his parliamentary work while battling illness,

setting a courageous example for all Chinese Canadians.

Arnold has just turned 50 years old, an age at which people say when
one’s destiny is more or less cast. The Chinese Canadian Legend
Award, to him, is ‘perhaps too early’. He says frankly he hasn’t been in
public service for that long a time, and that his contributions are not
significant compared with others more deserving. This is the first time
he has been recognized with an award. However, in the eyes of many,
Arnold has persevered in his pursuit of goals for the betterment of
Canadian society, his public fight against cancer awakening the call of
duty in all of us, and exemplifies the true spirit of a Chinese Canadian

Legend in the year when Canada is celebrating its 150th anniversary.

Arnold’s Chinese name ‘Jia Nuo’ means promise, commitment to one’s
family, one’s country, a most appropriate name for him. Not only his
parents are to be credited for choosing a good name for their first

born, but also for planting the right values in his heart early on in

his formative years. In June this year, Arnold invited his parents, his
brother and his wife to Parliament, where he delivered a moving speech.
In his speech, he specifically mentioned that his parents had taught

him three principles in life and work: Devotion, Dedication and Duty.
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One cannot help but think that Arnold’s parents must have unique life

experiences to exemplify these values for their children.

Arnold’s parents came from Hong Kong. They met each other in

1961 on their way to Australia for studies, and these fellow travellers
through this serendipitous encounter became fellow travellers for a
lifetime journey. Arnold’s father studied television technology and after
graduation was employed as a technician by the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation (CBC). The family settled down in a working class
neighbourhood in Toronto, and Arnold and his brother became second

generation immigrants.

Arnold was born in 1967, Canada’s centennial year. His father was
a hard worker; his job as a technician required shift work while
promotion opportunities were few. But he insisted on fulfilling his
duties to the best of his ability day after day. His efforts paid off,
and when he retired, he had been promoted to be Head of Technical
Services Department at CBC.

In his parents, Arnold witnessed the challenges faced by the first
generation of Canadian immigrants and how they met those challenges
with persevering dedication. On the other hand, he began to pursue

his own identity, ideals and aspirations in this multicultural society.

His parents wanted him to study medicine, but he felt that it was

not suitable for his temperament. In the end, his brother became a

pediatrician.
During high school, Arnold was especially interested in history and

geography. One of his teachers sparked his interest in civic affairs. He

studied tirelessly, keen in both politics and the rule of law. He then
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went to the University of Toronto to pursue a bachelor’s double degree
in political science and economics, and a master’s degree in public
administration. Following that he went on to obtain a law degree from
the University of British Columbia. After he started working, in his
spare time he studied for another master’s degree in urban planning at

the University of Toronto.

Arnold recalled conversation at the family dinner table was always
about politics and people, as if they were an indispensable part of life.
So it was no wonder that Arnold joined civic and political activities as
soon as he was able to drive. At the age of 16, he opened a phone book,
found the number for the Liberal Party in his riding, and called them
up to join as a party member. From that point on, Arnold embarked on

his “political career”.

Soon after joining the party, Arnold became a staunch youth member.
Every month he attended party meetings, and worked as a volunteer
on election campaigns. At sixteen, this loyal party member did not
anticipate that one day he would meet his future wife Jean, at an
election campaign activity. At that time his entire life evolved around

his job and the party.

His work career started with the legal profession. He joined a law firm
in 1990 after being called to the bar. With the economic recession

in the 1990s, Canadian real estate was in the doldrums, and legal
businesses were hit hard. Arnold worked in several law firms, as well as
private enterprises and the public sector. His work ranged from being
consultant to senior executive, and he was able to get experiences in

various sectors during this time.
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In retrospect, his career development and cumulative experiences in the
legal field have helped him prepare for his position in Parliament, in

parallel with his political path.

2000 was a turning point in Arnold’s career. He was an aide to former
Ontario Premier David McGuinty after he was elected. This post
opened the door to full-time participation in the political arena. In
2007, he joined the staff of Michael Chan, then Ontario Minister of

Citizenship and Immigration.

In 2014, when former MP Jim Karygiannis stepped down from his
position, Arnold successfully ran in the by-election for his seat. In
October 2015 he was successfully re-elected. In December 2015,
Prime Minister Trudeau appointed him Deputy House Leader of the
Government, giving him a bigger role in Parliament. The Deputy
Government House Leader plays a leadership role in the House of
Commons in ensuring and promoting transparency and impartiality in
the legislative process, including improvements and reform of existing

procedures and establishment of better rules and legislative order.

In January 2015, just when everything was going well, Arnold was
diagnosed with nasopharyngeal carcinoma. After six months of
treatment, his cancer had subsided. In October, he ran for re-election
successfully with more than 50 percent of the vote. In February 2016,
to his dismay his cancer recurred and he needed to undergo treatment

again.
'This “second wave” cancer has undoubtedly wrought havoc on his

physical health and presented huge challenges. As a politician, work

hours have always been around the clock, and there are always many
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more events in the Chinese Canadian community than any other
community. Arnold has had to adjust his schedule, even though he
still insists on continuing to serve as an active MP representing the
constituents in his riding of Scarborough Agincourt, while his office

staff continue to serve the people he represents.

Arnold says, “My body may slow down, but not my head ...”, and

of course, neither does his determination nor will. During his
nasopharyngeal cancer treatment at Princess Margaret Cancer Center,
Arnold took part in the third annual walkathon to raise funds for

nasopharyngeal cancer patients.

We ask him what keeps him going, and he says, “There is nothing
greater than the power of the will! No matter what life gives to me,

I will face challenges as they come. Just carry on for as long as I can.
Never give up. “ Of course, accompanying Arnold on this difficult
journey are his family, his colleagues and voters who give him their
unending support. It is the true test of their love for him, and through it

all, Arnold has demonstrated an unwavering dedication to his country.

In June this year, Arnold delivered a truly touching speech in the House
of Commons. Many were moved, even though they only saw it through
a television screen. In his speech, he urged his fellow Members of

Parliament to truly listen to each other, even though they held difterent

opinions, explaining that this was the essence of democracy.

He also called on Canadians to cherish our democratic system,
encouraging everyone to vote, participate in civic engagement, whether
to volunteer as a soccer coach or at the food bank, and to treat each

other with kindness, even in simple things, such as praising restaurant
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wait staff, giving the right of way to others, or saying thank you. All
these little things may look trivial, but they are what make our society

SO great.

These words spoken from the heart are not just for all parliamentarians
and Canadians, but they are also for the future citizens of Canada. As a
father of three sons, Arnold does not expect his children to join politics.
He says to his children and fellow MPs: “Use your head, but follow
your heart to find your own way.” He hopes that the next generation of
Chinese Canadians will be more socially conscious and fully engaged
in civic society. Arnold also encourages more Chinese Canadian
lawyers to consider judgeship and be called to the bench, increasing the

representation of Chinese Canadians in the judicial system.

As Canada celebrates its 150th anniversary, Arnold hopes that

Canada will continue to make progress in embracing multiculturalism.
He points out that policies on aboriginals have much room for
improvement and we need to find a way to heal the scars left over from
the past. As Member of Parliament, he has visited many Aboriginal
communities from coast to coast, and listened carefully to understand
their situation. One can truly believe in Arnold’s commitment to fulfill

his promise. He will continue to persevere for as long as he can.

Footnote: MP Arnold Chan passed away on September 14, 2017, leaving
behind his wife Jean Yip, and three sons: Nathaniel, Ethan, and Theodore, his
parents Anthony and Sandra, and his brother, Kevin.
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