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Mr. Robert H. N. Ho

Born to a prominent family, Mr. Robert Hung Ngai Ho did not just carry
on building the family business empire. He also founded a charity :
“The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation’, to promote Chinese culture
and art as well as Buddhist philosophy around the world. In addition to
the work of his family foundation, Mr. Robert H. N. Ho personally made
visionary donations benefiting health care and education, especially

in his new home country. Since he moved to Canada, he has focused
on philanthropic work. In 2013, he was awarded the highest honor

in British Columbia: “The Order of British Columbia’. His conviction is
exactly the same as the mission of his foundation: to educate the whole
person, to help others with love from the heart, and to bring about
positive change to the world.

Now almost 85 years old, Robert Hung Ngai was born in Hong Kong.
He is a grandson of Sir Robert Ho Tung and Lady Clara. His father
was General Ho Sai Lai. Sir Robert Ho Tung was a business mogul
who, among other things, owned the Kung Sheung (Industrial and
Commercial) newspaper group, while his grandmother was a devout
Buddhist who built Tung Lin Kok Yuen, a Buddhist temple. Naturally,
Robert Hung Ngai bonded with the media and Buddhism early in his
life. During the war, he experienced hunger and poverty, and suffered
through anxiety and sorrow. Having gone through so many ups and
downs, he understands the impermanence of life, and sees beyond.
With a generous and open heart, he follows his grandfather’s teachings,
"before you can receive, you must learn how to give” and endeavors to

do good for the world.
The Hong Kong of 1932 was in turbulent times. A scion of the most

prominent family in the east, Robert Hung Ngai was born with a silver

spoon in his mouth. But in December 1941 the Japanese occupied
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Hong Kong, and overnight his aristocratic life was no more. All of a
sudden, it was no longer certain or possible to have three meals a day,
or a pair of shoes on one’s feet. For some time, he and his family stayed
with friends and relatives, and they moved to Tung Lin Kok Yuen to
escape from the Japanese soldiers. Robert Hung Ngai was only 9 years
old then, but those three years and eight months were etched forever in
his mind. He has learned how to live through good and lean times and

knows everything can be naught with a sleight of the hand.

After the war Robert Hung Ngai went back to school, studying in
Lingnan and Pui Ching Middle School. He studied in the United
States, receiving a Bachelor of Arts degree from Colgate University,
and a Masters degree in journalism from Columbia University. After
graduation, Robert Hung Ngai landed a reporter’s job with an English
newspaper in Pittsburgh, and subsequently worked as a correspondent
in Washington with the “National Geographic magazine”. Those
days on his own not only allowed him to establish a broad view of the

universe, but also cultivated professional journalism and a can-do spirit.

When Robert Hung Ngai turned 30 years old, he returned to Hong
Kong with his wife and children to help his father manage the family
and investment businesses. He took over the management of the Kung
Sheung newspaper business. It was during this golden age of his career
that he experienced another turning point in his life: the awakening of

his heart and soul.

He joined the board of Directors of Tung Lin Kok Yuen, and
befriended the Venerable Wu Yi, a Dharma Master, who was able

to explain Buddhist philosophy to him. He was both enthralled and
enlightened in his new understanding of Buddhism and life. The
Venerable Wu Yi’s four words: “diligence, frugality, benevolence,
harmony” have been etched in his mind ever since. Since then Robert
Hung Ngai has continued his destiny with Buddhism. He is committed
to promoting the Dharma, and fulfills his grandmother’s wish to
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promote Buddhism around the world.

After Robert Hung Ngai turned sixty, he left his business in Hong
Kong and moved to Canada. At that time he was looking for a suitable
place to build a Buddhist temple overseas. It happens that his wife has
friends in Vancouver, and he fell in love with the city after staying there
for a while. Vancouver also turned out to be the perfect spot to build

Tung Lin Kok Yuen temple.

Robert Hung Ngai planned and built Tung Lin Kok Yuen in 1994,

and later in 2005 he also established the Tung Lin Kok Yuen Canada
Foundation, to fund Buddhism research programs and teaching chair
positions. Together with Tung Lin Kok Yuen in Hong Kong, the
foundation contributes funds to institutions such as the University

of British Columbia, the University of Toronto, Center of Buddhist
Studies at the University of Hong Kong and the International Buddhist
College of Thailand.

By then, Robert Hung Ngai had retired to focus on expanding
philanthropic work and his own Buddhist studies. In 2005, Robert
Hung Ngai and his family established an independent charity “The
Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation”. Based in Hong Kong, the
foundation is committed to promoting Chinese culture, art and

Buddhist philosophy around the world.

Through its donations to many of the world’s leading institutions and
organizations, the family foundation aims to develop Buddhist scholars
and Buddhism practitioners who can serve the community. Robert
Hung Ngai has also developed www.buddhistdoor.com, one of the

largest and most visited Buddhist websites on the internet.

'The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation has organized and sponsored
a number of cultural programs in Hong Kong and overseas, including

the opening of a permanent Buddhist sculpture gallery at Victoria
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and Albert Museum in London in 2009, and the first visit of the Qin
Terracotta Army to Canada in 2010. The exhibitions sponsored in
recent years include The Forbidden City: Inside the Court of China’s
Emperors at the Royal Ontario Museum and the Vancouver Art
Gallery in 2014, and Cave Temples of Dunhuang: Buddhist Art on
China’s Silk Road at the Getty Centre and Emperors’ Treasures:
Chinese Art from the National Palace Museum, Taipei at the Asian
Art Museum of San Francisco in 2016.

In Hong Kong, The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation established
arts education programs to inspire young people to creativity through
photography, writing and dance movement. In addition, it has published
award-winning books and developed cultural education workshops in
China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore and North America. The fund
also provides opportunities for creative and research programs and
exchanges for educators, composers, curators and writers to enhance the

overall cultural environment.

In recognition of his contribution to arts and culture, academic

research and society at large, Robert Hung Ngai has received honorary
degrees from many prestigious universities. These include an Honorary
Doctorate from The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts

(2007), Doctor of Social Science honoris causa from The University of
Hong Kong (2009), Dean’s Medal for Public Service from Columbia
University (2009), Doctor of Humane Letters from Colgate University
(2011), Doctor of Laws honoris causa from the University of British
Columbia (2012), and Doctor of Humanities honoris causa from Hong
Kong Baptist University (2015).

Since Robert Hung Ngai moved to Vancouver, he has taken notice
of its social environment, and the needs of the community. He began
to focus on actively supporting a number of leading and innovative

donations.
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In 2009, Robert Hung Ngai made a donation to the Vancouver
General Hospital and the University of British Columbia Hospital
Foundation to establish the Robert H. N. Ho Research Centre, host of
three internationally recognized research programs on prostate cancer,
ovarian cancer, and hip health and mobility. In 2011, Robert Hung
Ngai and his wife Greta made a leadership contribution to the Lions
Gate Hospital Foundation for the establishment of a new centre for
mental health and addiction services in North Vancouver. The Greta
and Robert H. N. Ho Centre for Psychiatry and Education (The HOpe
Centre), opened in September 2014 and includes a teaching facility for
the UBC Faculty of Medicine to increase educational opportunities for

medical students and residents.

In October 2014, he made another visionary donation and this time
partnered with the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority (VCH) and
the VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation to create The Robert H. N.
Ho Enhancing Patient Care Fund. This fund invests in human capital
initiatives that support education, professional development and
lifelong learning for nurses and other health professionals across the
Vancouver Coastal Health region, improving the quality of medical

services and patient outcomes.

Just recently, Robert Hung Ngai partnered again with the Vancouver
Coastal Health Authority and the VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation,
to support health care professionals in integrating a palliative approach
to care into clinical practice. VCH will hire specialists to educate
health professionals about what a palliative approach to care entails.
These specialists will also help patients and their families understand
the palliative care process. Robert Hung Ngai and his wife Greta

feel that palliative care is very important, because it allows patients
approaching the end of their lives to live with dignity, get spiritual

support and ensure their values and wishes are respected.
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Robert Hung Ngai’s philanthropic work in British Columbia will

have everlasting impact. In addition to helping the province advance

its scientific and medical research, he has also raised public awareness
about mental health issues. In 2013, Mr. Ho was appointed to the
Order of British Columbia (OBC), the province’s highest honour, in
recognition of his significant contributions to the lives of his fellow
citizens. In honour of his philanthropic efforts to advance medical and
human development, the VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation presented
him with its 2014 Leadership Award.

Having lived in Canada for more than two decades now, Robert Hung
Ngai concurs with our country’s openness, tolerance and Canada being
a role model at the international level. He also hopes that these values
will flourish in the coming days, with more Canadians willing to give

and share with each other.

He says he has always chosen to personally involve in his philanthropic
work and this is one area where he did not follow his grandfather

and father’s steps, because in their time, they often just wrote a check
to support a charitable cause. For Robert Hung Ngai, being actively
involved in his philanthropic projects increases their impact on his
community and the satisfaction he gets from the whole process of
project planning, execution, successful completion, and sustainability.
His wish is that future Ho generations will carry on with his spirit, to
live always with care and compassion for others, and be guided by his
grandfather’s teachings, "before you can receive, you must learn how to

give”.
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