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Participating in Mississauga’s multicultural activities, experiencing the
unique cultures from the different countries
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Arriving in Canada in 1987, seeing the Niagara Falls with
husband for the first time and pregnant with Christina

1987 FNIEISINER » FEE KR FEKRIE
FERBMAEIE

e _<d : ,
Celebrating July 1 with Canadian citizens

HhR—EERINEAEE

There are eight daughters and five sons in the family. This
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JUDGE MINA YUNG-FUNG

Mina Yung-Fung immigrated to Canada over twenty years ago. When she
Jferst came, she took on various jobs such as babysitting, seasonal work at the
post office, and volunteered in the Chinese community in Mississauga. When
she was appointed by the Federal Government in November 2006 to be a
citizenship judge, she was very surprised, because she had never thought this
would happen. Perhaps this is what the Buddhists always say: one reaps

what one sows.

Mina’s hometown is in the Chiu Chow District of Guangdong
Province. Her parents moved to Hong Kong, just when it fell to the
Japanese during World War Two. She was born to a large family: eight
daughters and five sons. Mina was eighth among the thirteen children.

When Mina remembers her childhood, she recalls both hardship
and fun. Her father had a convenience store around the Pier of Sham
Shui Po in Sheung Wan, selling cigarettes and alcohol. There were many
cargo boats parked at the pier, and the porters often used large metal
hooks to unload large cotton canvas bags off the boats. Sometimes rice
would leak out from where the hooks made holes in the bags. Their
mother would ask the children to gather the rice from the ground, and
that would be enough rice to make congee for the family!

Chinese families traditionally favored sons over daughters, very
common in those days. Mina’s mother followed that tradition, and
she did not encourage her daughters to study. She felt that when the
girls finished elementary school, they could get jobs in factories nearby.

While Mina did not agree with that tradition, there was not much
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she could do about it. Fortunately her father was open to new ideas.
Mina says her mother was illiterate, and her father was barely able to
read the newspapers, never having attended school, but he was adamant
that both sons and daughters should attend school. He also thinks they
should attend English schools and learn English. This gave her a lot of
encouragement, and it had a lot of impact on her life later.

Minas mother did not want to oppose her father’s suggestion
for the children to attend English schools, but since tuition in English
schools cost more money, she established a rule: if the daughters failed
their classes, they would have to terminate their studies and become
factory workers. Mina says, ‘I attended an English high school, the St.
Paul’s Secondary School. I was an eager learner, and I was worried that I
could fail, so I was very diligent in my studies, and I did very well’. After
graduation from high school, Mina worked for Hong Kong Yaumatei
Ferry Company Ltd. as a telephone operator and later as an office clerk.
When computers became more common, instead of being trained in
computers, her boss encouraged her to further her studies and develop
administrative secretarial skills. While working during the day, Mina
took night classes and successfully finished the Chartered Secretary and
Administrator exams, becoming Yaumatei Ferry Company’s Secretary.
With a competitive salary, benefits and vacation package, she worked
there for over twenty years until she immigrated to Canada.

With Hong Kong due to return to China in 1997, although it was
ten years away, there was already a wave of emigration in 1987. Office
discussion topics centered on emigration, and the number one choice
was Canada, second one was Australia, with eighty to ninety percent

of people choosing Canada. Mina remembers there was not a lot of
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confidence in post-97 Hong Kong at that time. Mina herself was a little
lost. She did not want to leave such a good job, and she could not fathom
what she would or could do if she came to Canada.

Atthattime immigration applications to Canada were seldom turned
down. Mina says she did not want to follow the wave of emigration like
sheep, but when she asked those friends who had left for Canada, they had
many positive things to say. Despite not having English skills, they were
still able to find good paying jobs, and that gave her a lot of confidence
in landing a job. Mina says she has a good foundation in English, having
graduated from an English high school. Her administrative position at
the Yaumatei Ferry also helped her practise her English skills. Mina says,
‘My boss was a barrister, who had studied in England, and she had high
standards. I often had to type English correspondence and documents,
and meetings were conducted in English. Ilearned a lot there’.

It only took six months for Minas immigration application to
be approved, but her inner struggle took longer. Although it was
difficult letting go, she resigned from her well-paying job. Mina says, ‘I
participated in a seminar for prospective immigrants organized by the
Canadian Embassy, and made the final difficult decision to take the route
of immigration. I was seven months pregnant at that time, and our plans
were to settle down in Windsor in September 1987

Mina was pregnant with her baby, and with their first cold winter
arriving, she did not look for a job. Her husband, with commercial
trading experience from Hong Kong, was not particular about any type
of work, and soon found a job. At that time she was living in Toronto
with a good friend, an older lady who was Caucasian, and she advised

her to stay in Toronto, rather than settle down in Windsor. She told her
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not to rush into getting a house or a job, but to stay with her in her house
until the baby was born. Mina lamented about how they had sold their
flat in Hong Kong when prices were lowest, while coming here where
property values were at the highest. Despite the high prices, they bought
their house in Mississauga the following year, in order to be able to settle
down finally.

Mina says, ‘Our daughter Christina was small, so I stayed home to
look after her. When neighbors found out, they brought their children
over for me to babysit. I also helped them with filling in forms in English
or explaining English documents, or accompanied them to doctors’
appointments if they needed a translator. Every year around Christmas,
I took on temporary jobs at the post office.’

In 1989, Mina became an international language teacher in the
Region of Peel, responsible for teaching Cantonese classes every Saturday.
During the week, aside from looking after her family, Mina often took
time to volunteer at the Chinese Association of Mississauga, doing
counseling for family abuse victims, teaching English to seniors, filling
out income tax forms for those who needed help, and helping them apply
for employment insurance benefits. She answered all kinds of questions,
arranged children and seniors to visit Government organizations, and to
become familiarized with Canadian culture, historical and heritage sites.

Since Mina was enthusiastic about doing settlement work with
new immigrants, and her English was very good, Chinese Association of
Mississauga arranged different kinds of volunteer jobs for her. The first
year, she became a child-minder for the children of immigrant parents
taking English classes. The second year, she was an accounting clerk, and

the third year she became the Coordinator for the Language Instruction
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for Newcomers to Canada (LINC) organized by Chinese Association of
Mississauga. Later, she took evening classes to be a teacher for English as
a second language (E.S.L.), and after being certified with TESL Ontario
Certificate, became officially an E.S.L. and citizenship class teacher.

Three years ago Mina was appointed to be a citizenship judge,
and she had to drop the myriad jobs that she was holding, so that she
could throw herself into her new post. In the courtroom, as she faces
the immigrants who are about to be sworn in as citizens, this citizenship
judge says, ‘Canada is a microcosm of the world, with immigrants coming
from all corners of the world, living here in an integrated society. If
anyone outside Canada asks you where did you come from, how would
you reply?” Everyone in the courtroom replies unanimously, ‘I came from
Canad2’.

Mina says that she had immigrated for over twenty years now, and
she had taught heritage Chinese classes, English classes to immigrants
and seniors, and worked as a volunteer for many years. She has had many
students of different ages, young and old. She has made many friends
also, and through exchanges with her students and friends, her life has
been enriched.

Someone once suggested to her that she should leverage these
connections to start a direct sales business, but she did not hesitate in
turning this down. She felt that this was not something of interest to
her, since making new friends and helping others were satisfying and
fulfilling to her.

Mina’s daughter Christina is now a university graduate, and the
years since she gave up her high-paying job while pregnant with her

daughter to come to Canada had passed quickly. Since she worked as a
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volunteer for all these years, she was able to cultivate volunteerism in her
daughter as well. At the citizenship swearing-in ceremonies, in many
community activities, one can often see their family of three wearing
volunteer T-shirts working. Mina says the difference between a volunteer
job and a paid job is that one gets a sense of satisfaction and happiness
from solving problems and working for others.

When asked as a citizenship judge, what words of wisdom she
would give to the Chinese community here, Mina replies that she hopes
Chinese immigrants, no matter where they come from: China, Taiwan
or Hong Kong, would try to integrate into Canadian society as soon
as possible, overcome the chasms of misunderstanding, and make new
friends whenever possible. Good friends will bring unexpected benefits.
If one is always thinking about what happened before, they would be
handcuffed by the past and they would not be able to face the new world,

or establish a new life for themselves.
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